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with the result that well-informed students of prison administra- 
tion are far from being so completely satisfied with it. The 
dangers of the opposite method must be recognized and carefully 
considered ; but I can hardly think that solitary confinement will 
prove to be the final solution of the problem. 

W. J. Roberts. 
University College, Cardiff. 

Geistige Stromungen der Gegenwart. Von Rudolf Eucken. 
Leipzig : Veit und Co. 

Judging from this eloquent work by Professor Eucken, of Jena, 
I should suppose him to be one of the most elevating and inspiring 
university teachers not only of Germany, but of the whole learned 
world. He has spent laborious days in communion with the 
spiritual giants and heroes of the past, and his work breathes a 
unique comprehensiveness, earnestness, depth, and a certain 
grandeur which those who have experienced them can never again 
forget or ignore. A rare combination of humility with conscious 
choice of high ideals and whole-hearted devotion to them raises 
this book to a height inexpressibly transcending that of the mere 
one-sided Tiichtigkeit or of intellectual acuteness and minuteness, 
which characterize the general mass of philosophic literature. 

Professor Eucken is known as a historian of philosophy in the 
highest sense of that term: he combines the faculty of thinking 
over again the thoughts of great thinkers with a rare sense of 
the general movement of life and thought during long periods, 
and of what is everywhere most excellent and important. No part 
of this work is, in its own way, more charming than his treatment 
of the history of certain philosophic terms and conceptions, and 
the philosophic issues which changes in their meanings reflect and 
exemplify. Yet by this weight of learning often laboriously ac- 
quired the author's main purpose is never for a moment obscured 
or overwhelmed. The standpoint adopted in this work may be 
briefly described as philosophically religious. Nowhere is the 
author more at home than in the appreciation of the religious 
movements and constructions of the past; and no writer feels or 
makes his author feel more intensely the absence from our modern 
life of the sense of laboring for common ends which only a re- 
ligious synthesis can supply. The world presents itself to the 
author not as a rounded system answering in every part to the 
categories of an inexorable logic, but as an ever-abiding problem 
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which the supra-human spirit in man must continually overcome 
and transform. A new ethics, a new logic — primarily, indeed, a 
new ethics — must be the issue of every great spiritual movement ; 
and every such spiritual advance finds its complete expression in 
a new metaphysics, without which man's inner and outer activities 
remain aimless and unsatisfying. The affinity of this view with 
the tendency known in England as pragmatism is at once evident ; 
and Professor Eucken allows that his approximation to this view 
may be greater than may at first sight appear. He claims, how- 
ever, that the tendency of current voluntarist philosophy is too 
psychological and merely human, lacking in recognition of ulti- 
mate spiritual values, and in the formulation of the spirit's ulti- 
mate demands. True freedom of choice or of will is admirably 
defended as not only a primary datum of our moral consciousness, 
but as an essential element in any final view of the world-process. 
Some important matters are left practically undiscussed, the 
reader being referred to the author's work, "Der Wahrheitsge- 
halt der Religion." 

Most of the chapters of this book take the form of representa- 
tions of the conflict between two opposing tendencies, which have 
more or less continuously divided the thoughts of men, and divide 
them with peculiarly devastating force at the present time. Nat- 
uralistic tendencies, for example, are shown by the author to 
arise intelligibly out of the increasing preoccupation of man with 
his outward environment and his increasing mastery over it; but 
the activities which such theories sanction are aptly described as 
peripheral, leaving out of account the need for spiritual concen- 
tration and conscious mastering activity from within outwards. 
The situation is only rendered tolerable by the survival, in muti- 
lated and rapidly disappearing form, of the spiritual syntheses 
of the past. 

It is evident that a work conceived on so grand a scale should 
contain some utterances and express some preferences which 
must appear to one reader or the other misguided and extrava- 
gant. To me at least the glorification of Luther and the statement 
that the humane and enlightened Erasmus sinks by his side to 
pigmy proportions is intolerable. Against certain forces which 
work powerfully in Germany to check moral and spiritual inde- 
pendence the whole book is, however, a protest, and contains 
many an outspoken and honest warning. The treatment of 
political movements, particularly of the German social democratic 
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movement, is serious and kindly, but somewhat abstract and 
patronizing, and suggests that Professor Eucken is not quite at 
home in this field. 

But I commend this book with all my heart to all whose ideal 
of philosophy is that of liberating, elevating, and ennobling dis- 
course, bringing new tidings of great joy to distracted and way- 
worn humanity. 

W. J. Roberts. 

University College, Cardiff. 

La Dottrina delle due Etiche di H. Spencer. V. Erminio 
Juvalta. Pavia: Bizzoni, 1904. 

This acute, thoughtful, and admirably written work cannot but 
be gratifying to all who are concerned for the prevalence of clear 
and accurate thinking on moral questions; and it will afford 
peculiar satisfaction to those who would fain bestow special atten- 
tion upon the advance of rational and humane culture in Italy. 
It is notorious, and not difficult to understand, that the importance 
of Herbert Spencer is far more amply recognized on the continent 
than in his own country ; and this little book bears gratifying wit- 
ness to the stimulus imparted to the liberal thought of Italy by 
the massive work of a great English thinker. This book presents, 
at first sight, the appearance of a slight academic dissertation; 
but closer acquaintance shows it to be the work of a mind of 
singular clearness, long accustomed to systematic meditation on 
moral questions. In the properly moral or practical sense, we 
are glad to recognize that this book ranks with the best humane 
and liberating thought of our age. 

Signore Juvalta emphasizes the decisive predominance in 
Spencer's whole mental career of the moral and political interest; 
and regards his whole work as the classical expression of the op- 
timism of early English liberalism. As a critical appreciation 
of Spencer's ethical system, from what is, as near as can be, Spen- 
cer's own point of view, this book leaves little to be desired. He 
adopts the distinction between Absolute and Relative Ethics, sug- 
gesting, as better expressing the relation between the two, the 
terms : Pure and Applied Ethics. That is, the distinction in ethics 
corresponds to the necessary procedure of every science: first, 
abstraction and hypothetical deduction, and then, application of 
the general principles thus obtained to the complex course of 
events. The notion that a system of scientific ethics can straight- 



